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Edinburgh Licensing Board – Consultation on Statement of Licensing Policy
Response from Leith Harbour and Newhaven Community Council (LHNCC)
General Comments
LHNCC welcomes the opportunity to comment on Edinburgh Licensing Board’s Statement
of Licensing Policy.
LHNCC strongly supports the suggestion that the Licensing Board should open a specific
review and consultation on Amplified Music policy (see below).
LHNCC agrees that the Board should strengthen its policy on overprovision. There is
increasing data-based evidence now available (e.g. the recent NE Action on Alcohol Group
Report) to support such a measure.
LHNCC believes that Leith (all areas covered by the Leith Neighbourhood Partnership) is
an area of alcohol overprovision and should be explicitly recognised as such within the
Statement of Overprovision. (See below for more details).
The area that LHNCC covers includes parts of Newhaven. LHNCC agrees that such
‘intermediate zones’ should be included on the Overprovision document in order to help to
prevent alcohol-related harm from spreading more widely.
LHNCC would draw attention to the fact that there are parts of its area that have previously
been uninhabited (industrial sites) which are now being developed into large new housing
areas. For example:
Cala Waterfront Development, Ocean Drive Ocean Terminal (378 residential & 29
Commercial Units)
S1 Development, Ocean Drive (245 Residential & 1commercial Unit); Barrett Homes, Bath
Road (212 Residential & 4 Commercial Units)
POHLA, 2 Ocean Drive (114 Residential)
Drum (Stead’s Place)Ltd, 106-162 Leith Walk (603 Residential, 53 Hotel, Public House & a
Commercial)
Forth Ports, Lindsay Place (300+) & Western Harbour (500+)
2052 in total, and all within LHNCC boundary. These housing developments include
‘commercial units’ at the ground-floor level of the residential blocks apart from Forth Ports,
Lindsay Place, and they may often be occupied by operators such as Tesco Metro,
Sainsbury’s Local etc. who will probably want to include a licence to sell alcohol (indeed
may make it a condition of them buying or renting the unit). The planned Aldi Supermarket

in Commercial Street has had Alcohol Licence Application approved. New local eateries
may also want to take on a commercial units that become available. And while we support
the general policy of not allowing new licences in Leith where there is already
overprovision, we recognise that these ‘new populations’ present a changing situation that
might justify considering new licences being issued (especially if linked to on-sales in cafes
and restaurants rather than off-sales and supermarkets).
Process: Information, Transparency, and Communication
LHNCC would like to see a significant improvement in the Edinburgh Licensing Board’s
commitment to accessibility of information, to transparency, and to communication. It is
currently very difficult to find out any information online or otherwise, and can take a
disproportionate amount of effort for Community Councillors, who are volunteers.
We would like to see:
• notification of all applications for liquor licensing sent routinely to Community Councils
• full details of the content of all applications to be available online to Community Councils,
to allow for informed comment
• enough time to allow Community Councils to inform and consult local residents
• webcasting of Board meetings
• full Minutes of Board Meetings, including names of members and their voting records, be
available online.
We would also like to see a much better process for neighbour notification, and better
delivery of the process.
Overprovision
LLCC believes that overprovision of alcohol sales in Leith is directly linked to unacceptably
high levels of alcohol-related antisocial behaviour, violence and crime, hospitalisation
rates, death rates, fires and poor health and well-being. LHNCC commends the NE Action
on Alcohol Group on an excellent piece of research (presented at Leith Neighbourhood
Partnership 27.09.18) that provides the evidence to support this view.
This needs to be declared publicly and addressed directly.
Fringes of Leith currently designated as ‘intermediate zones’ should probably also be
included in the overprovision statement.
Attention should be given to the position for newly built (or planned but as yet unbuilt)
residential developments that are springing up across the city’s north-east locality.
We believe that off-sales from small and large supermarkets are the main cause of
problematic overprovision, along with a few Public Houses (known as VDEs), rather than
premises where food and/or entertainment is provided. Having said that, we recognise that
targeting only such licensed premises could be seen as an unfair ‘class war’ (as people on
lower incomes may be obliged to access only such outlets as the prices are too high for
them in ‘posher’ establishments.) This effect on local culture and the whole process of
‘gentrification’ in Leith that some people see as driving out ‘traditional’ establishments and even outlawing local people. The traditional ‘Pub’ seen as meeting place for local
residents, providing socialisation and company are disappearing leading to risk of
isolation resulting in loneliness and related health issues. For this reason, it is very

important that any policy changes and actions (such as presumption against new licences
or renewal of licences) are based on solid and data-based evidence (rather than being
seen as a ‘judgement call’ or prejudice against or in favour of certain types of
establishments).
LHNCC would support all the points made by the Edinburgh Green group of Councillors on
overprovision, in their response to Licensing Policy.
In particular we would recommend reducing the overall hours during which alcohol can be
sold from any licenced premises would be an easy first step to take, e.g. reducing from
16 /24 hours to 14 /24 hours.
Supplementary Questions
Children and Young Persons’ Access (Chapter 26)
Do consultees consider that the Board should continue to look at applications on a
case by case basis or should specific terminal hours for children and young
persons be included in the Statement of Licensing Policy? The Board welcomes
consultees’ views on such hours.
LHNCC considers that a specific terminal time should be specified in all cases, not a case
by case basis or a general ‘in relation to terminal time’ as this makes matters clearer and
more transparent, and keeps the time constant, to protect children in all circumstances
(e.g. when an exception is granted to licensing hours for special occasions, or seasonal
variations etc.).
These set times should apply to all licensed premises:
Children – terminal time should be 8 pm (pubs etc.) or max 11pm if accompanied by family
and consuming a meal, or at a private function.
Young People – 11 pm (pubs etc.) or max 1 am if consuming a meal.
Extended Use of Occasional Licences (Chapter 5)
Should an indicative number of licences/ number of applications be included in the
Statement of Licensing Policy? The Board welcomes consultees’ views on such a
number.
LHNCC can see no reason why repeated extended ‘occasional licences’ should be
granted to any establishment. If an establishment wishes to sell alcohol they need to apply
for the appropriate licence, otherwise this is just a loophole that could / will be exploited.
‘Occasional’ should mean just that – occasional. LHNCC feels somewhat unqualified to
comment on a specific number, but might suggest once or twice per year as a maximum.
Extended hours for events in Licensed Premises (Chapter 5)
Consultees to provide views on the type of events which are considered to be
events of national or local significance?
• Big international sports events such as the Olympics, Tour de France, and also including
a few key sports events taking place overseas in different time zones.

• Significant World / UK / Scotland tournaments in football, rugby, tennis, boxing etc.
• National celebrations e.g. St. Andrew’s Day, Burns Night, St. Patrick’s Day – only in
premises specifically linked to such cultural groups / events, not routinely for all.
• Edinburgh Festival and/or Fringe Festival (within month of August only) – only in
premises used as Festival or Fringe venues e.g. Leith Theatre, Leith Depot.
• Locally – Leith Festival, Leith Jazz and Blues Festival or any other similar events in
future (around one week in length).
Amplified music in Licensed premises (Chapter 7)
Views of consultees as to whether the Board should commence the ingathering of
information on the effectiveness of its policy since the change in 2016 and whether
an evaluation and specific review of this aspect of the Board’s policy should be
undertaken?
LHNCC thinks that yes, definitely, a specific review and consultation is needed. LHNCC is
particularly concerned that live music venues in Edinburgh are being unfairly targeted and
are being lost in number, at an alarming rate. Live music is an important aspect of all
culture and should be preserved at a local and community level (i.e. should not be the
preserve only of the richer middle classes who can afford to attend city centre concerts
etc).
We also note the Scottish Government’s intention to introduce the Agent of Change
principle into Scottish planning legislation, under which it will be incumbent on developers
to take account of the impact of any new plans on pre-existing businesses like music
venues in a locality before going ahead with their schemes. And we very much support this
important commitment to safeguarding what remains of Edinburgh’s live music scene, and
we hope that this could even lead to its revival, with the possibility of new venues being
established which again, subject to circumstances, we would be very much inclined to
support.
Licensed hours (Chapter 11)
The Board is aware that there may no longer be public satisfaction with the general
approach to the same opening hours for similar licensed premises across the city
depending on location and seeks the views of consultees as to whether the current
policy should be reviewed and in particular if the terminal hours should vary across
the city?
One point that has been raised locally in Leith is that licensing hours for some premises
that were originally based on shift work patterns in local industries such as the docks,
allowing some premises to open in the early morning, are no longer appropriate as those
industries no longer exist.
It seems sensible to us that licensing hours are applied in a uniform fashion across the
city, so that everyone knows the score and there is no room for doubt or ill-feeling over
inconsistent licensing board decisions. But it may that the board has encountered
situations where the flexibility to take bespoke decisions in particular circumstances is
found to be useful and desirable

Concluding Remarks
We would like to reiterate and endorse certain general points made in the Scottish Green
Party’s policy on alcohol statement:
1. Recognising the “valuable role that pubs can play in the life of a community. We believe
that this is particularly important in the case of smaller communities, and that it is best
provided for by independent pubs rather than those controlled by large chains. We
recognise the positive benefit to a community which well-run pubs and other licensed
venues can provide.”
2. Supporting the “right of communities to be consulted before existing pubs are subject to
a change of use, closure or demolition. We would seek to ensure that communities are
able to exercise the option to take over a pub and operate it as a community owned
enterprise rather than see it closed.”
3. Supporting “reform for tied pubs to ensure that licensees have a fair deal from
suppliers”.
4. Asserting the belief that “the dominance of a small number of multinationals over the
alcohol industry, both in production and in sales, has exacerbated the harmful effects of
alcohol. We celebrate the resurgence of small independent brewers in Scotland. We wish
to encourage businesses that are based on quality rather than volume sales.”

Jennifer Marlborough
Secretary
LHNCC

