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9 October 2015 
 
 
Dear All 
 
In 2011, the Scottish Government worked with Scotland’s city councils to publish its cities 
strategy, the  Agenda for Cities .  
 
It’s now time to refresh the strategy and that’s why I’m writing to you now. 

We are keen to hear the views of the people and communities of Scotland and plan to do 
this in two ways. 

Firstly, we have opened a digital dialogue to hear about your experiences of living and 
working in Scotland’s cities.   

Please visit https://ideas.scotland.gov.uk/agenda-for-cities and add an idea or a 
comment before Monday October 19.   

Secondly, I’m holding face-to-face conversations, bringing people and city leaders together 
at Scotland’s first ever Cities Convention in Perth on November 13. This event will be an 
opportunity to talk about what’s happening in our cities and what needs to change to make 
them even better places in which to live, work and invest.   

Where? The Royal George Hotel, Tay Street, Perth PH1 5LD 
When? Friday November 13, 09:30am to 15:30pm 
Who?  Community representatives from Scotland’s cities will make up over 50 per 
  cent of the audience, together with city businesses, Scottish Government  
  ministers, City Council Leaders, Chief Executive officers from the City Councils 
  and others interested in listening to and taking part in the discussion. 
  

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/12/15154546/0
https://ideas.scotland.gov.uk/agenda-for-cities
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During the day, you will be able to: 
 

 Share your views 

 Hear good news stories from Scotland’s seven cities 

 Meet city leaders and Scottish Government Ministers 

 Be inspired by speakers who have stories to tell from around Scotland and further afield 
about how cities can work for the benefit of all 

 Extend your network and make useful connections 
 
I’ll be welcoming you on the day, along with my colleague; 
 
 
 
 

 
Councillor Andrew Burns, leader of City of Edinburgh Council and Chair of the 
Scottish Cities Alliance.   
 
 
 
 
 
The day will be moderated by Eddy Adams, a native of Glasgow and an expert 
in gathering positive stories about cities working beyond boundaries. 
 
 
 
The Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Constitution and 
Economy John Swinney, native of Edinburgh and now MSP for Perthshire North 
will speak and take questions. 
 
 

 
 
Gorka Espiau, a native of Bilbao, is the Director of Innovation for Cities and 
Regions at The Young Foundation.  He will be sharing stories of transformation 
in Belfast, Leeds and the Basque Country. 
 
 
 

 
Rachael Brown hails from Leith and is a creative social entrepreneur and Saltire 
Fellow. She will be sharing stories about how to develop creative solutions in 
sectors such as social housing, regeneration, specialist care, prisons and with 
early years. 
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We will also hear examples from across Scotland, Europe and around the world of 
innovation, creative approaches and good partnership working.  This includes a student 
leader talking about the development of the UHI campus in Inverness, school children 
who’ve been involved in the development of Dundee Waterfront and someone who came up 
with the idea of using empty office buildings to run city festivals in Edinburgh. 
 

We hope you can join us.  If you can’t, please do take part in the digital dialogue before the 
closing date of October 19 - https://ideas.scotland.gov.uk/agenda-for-cities share it 
with your contacts and follow our  progress on Twitter at #citiesconvention2015. 

If you would like to attend, please use the eventbrite link below to register your interest.  
Places are limited so we recommend you register as soon as possible.  We hope to achieve 
a representative spread of delegates from across Scotland’s cities, therefore confirmation of 
your place will be emailed to you before the end of October 2015. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scottish-government-cities-convention-tickets-
18608376154 
 
I look forward to reading your ideas, meeting you in Perth and working together in 
partnership for the benefit of Scotland’s cities. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Keith Brown MSP 

Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities 
 

https://ideas.scotland.gov.uk/agenda-for-cities
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scottish-government-cities-convention-tickets-18608376154
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scottish-government-cities-convention-tickets-18608376154

