
Minutes of the ordinary Meeting of Leith Harbour and Newhaven Community Council 
held in the Holiday Inn Express, Ocean Drive, Leith on Wednesday 05 March 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
 
1 Introduction, attendance and apologies 
 
1.1 Attendance  

 
LHNCC 
 
 Allan Mackie Chair 
 Jan Brown  Secretary 

John Langton 
Heather Ford 
Robert Weir 
George Johnston 
Maureen MacGregor 
Neil Wilson 
Evie Murray 
 
EX OFFICIO 
 

 
VISITORS  
 
Wendy Farmer POLHA 
Kate Duckham POLHA 
Ian Hunt  Architect  
Harriet Cross     Himalayan Centre  
Alex Wilson   Marketing Leith 
Cron Mackay Marketing Leith 

 George Rosie  
Martin Smith 
Kristian Smith 
Community Police Officer 

Cllr Chas Booth CEC  
Cllr Adam McVey CEC 
Cllr Gordon Munro          CEC 
Malcolm Chisholm Msp 
 

 
1.2 Apologies for absence 
 
 Don Giles  FoWLB 
 Sandra Burns   (Treasurer) 
 Denise Jones  LHNCC 
 
2 Minutes of the meeting of 05 February 2014 
 

It was thought that we hadn’t reached a conclusion on the Planning Concordat and we were 
to come back to this meeting to make a final decision when further questions had been 
answered.  It was decided that the last minutes should not be amended, but we would come 
back to this when we reached Planning on the Agenda. 

 
3 Matters arising 
 
3.1 Planning Concordat 
 See Cllr McVey’s report under this heading. 
 
3.2 Port of Leith Housing 
 Invitation accepted – see under this heading. 
 
3.3 Various Problems on Old Port Road 
 See report under this heading. 
 
3.4 Silt in Water of Leith 
 See report under this heading. 
 
 
3.5 Floating Homes 

 D. Jones sent apologies for absence.  This will be discussed at next meeting. 
 
  



4 Community Police Officer’s Report 
 

Police Scotland reported on the matter of the lighting on Old Port Road, but was 
advised that this issue had now been dealt with by our councillors who were thanked 
by the Chair for their support in this and the matter of clearing up flytipping on old port 
road. Organisational changes have been put in force and one of the areas targeted 
has been housebreaking which has increased. This is now a priority.  There was 
discussion on the data required from PS  and it was felt all that is required from the 
Community Police Officer was information on types of crime in our area rather than 
overly detailed statistics.  However, statistics would be available at the end of the 
year. 

 
5 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Accounts for January       = £1166.48 
  

The community council account = £ 987.53  + £100 from Greener Leith = £1087.53  
 

Special events account                = £ 205.77 
  

It was noted that Newhaven Children's Gala will be on Saturday 24th May – 12.30pm to 3pm. 
  
6 Planning 
 

The planning application for Park Road has been withdrawn due to objections.  A new 
application has been submitted which includes a lot of the features which drew objections the 
last time, although the application per se falls within the Trinity CC area. 

 
Two applications have gone in for Tennant Street.  The last application ran out of time under 
Section 42 Application.  The new application has also run out of time under Section 42 
Application to extend to 2017.  A Section 42 Application is basically a delaying tactic. 
 

 Action: Neil to make further enquiries of the Council 
 
  
7 Planning Concordat 
 

• Cllr McVey confirmed that the concordat was a statement of intent by the developers 
(represented by the Chamber of Commerce), the Council and the Community 
Councils. The purpose is for all sides to enter into the planning process in good faith 
and for the parties to meet their respective expectations. The new element of the 
planning process is an available £300 grant for Community Councils to carry out local 
consultation work that they deem necessary but which the developer is unwilling to 
carry out. 

 
• Ten CC’s have already signed up and one refused to sign.  It was agreed that 

LHNCC should sign up to the Concordat. 
 
Action: Secretary to take appropriate action to sign up.   
 
8 Old Port Road 

Lighting has been restored to much of the Old Port Road, but there is still a section unlit, 
which is due to lack of electricity to that area.  However, CEC has confirmed that this will be 
resolved as soon as possible. 

 
Most of the rubbish has been removed from the area, but there is still a large container, 
originally containing chemicals, which has still not been uplifted. 

 



It is still not known if this road will be opened to traffic or remain closed, although a concrete 
block was removed at one point and cars were using the road.   

 
The Secretary has a copy a copy of the signed letter of consent relating to the licence under 
which CEC is responsible for the road until 05 January 2015. 

 
Action: Chas Booth/Gordon Munro to contact CEC to find out exactly what is happening with that 
road, i.e. will it be repaired, re-opened and adopted by CEC or remain closed.  If it is to remain closed 
it must be properly signposted. 
 
9 Silt in Water of Leith 
 

George Rosie passed on the costs of dredging to George Johnston the Chair of FoWLB, but 
pointed out that this was not thought to be necessary by those in authority. 

 
George drew attention to the report circulated by the Secretary on 04 March, which referred to 
various meetings over the past 9 months relating to silt in the Water of Leith.  He went on to 
say that the developer of the Eco Boats was trying to buy parts of the river to berth these 
boats.  It appears that the Council – going by models – say that there is no risk of flooding for 
the next 20 to 40 years, according to SEPA.  He outlined work being done at present to 
benefit Leith in the future. 

 
Malcolm Chisholm confirmed that the Council is not able to recover costs of dredging the 
Water of Leith pointed out though that the SEPA modelling did not account for the impact of 
silting. 

 
Cllr McVey confirmed that a meeting was being held at the City Chamber on 25 March 
regarding this issue.  The chairman wondered if, under the circumstances reported by George 
Johnston and Malcolm Chisholm what the meeting was likely to achieve. 

 

10 Port of Leith Housing Association 
 

POLHA representatives and their architect Ian Hunt attended the meeting to discuss the 
proposed development of 50/60 new flats on Ocean Drive. 
 
A great deal of discussion took place regarding the height of the buildings and the materials to 
be used.  Local residents Martin and Kristian Smith were concerned that the flats were not 
going to be set back from the pavement and as a result their single storey house would be in 
constant shadow, leading to very little light and an increase in their heating bills.  Also, from 
what we were being told, the development did not appear to be in keeping with the rest of the 
area. 
 
It was felt that the development plans should be looked at again and further consultations be 
arranged for the future. 
 
 

11 Capacity Building 
 
 Will be addressed at the next meeting. 
 
12 AOCB 
 
 None 
 
13   Date of Next Meeting -Wednesday April 2 .2014 
 


	10 Port of Leith Housing Association

